Large Group Character Education Lessons
Character education lessons are conducted bi-monthly focusing on topics such as responsibility, conflict resolution, communication skills, respecting others’, and careers.

All topics are tentatively planned as they change based on student need.

Small Group Counseling Opportunities
Newcomers Club:  Students in first and second grade that are new to the district or transfer within district have the opportunity to take part in the newcomers club.  The club meets for three sessions during lunch to discuss their past school and community, present school and community, and their goals for the future. 

Changing Families Group- Kdg.- 2nd Grade
Every year, groups are run for children of families that are experiencing separation, divorce or remarriage. The goals of the group are to give children strategies for communicating their feelings about the challenges inherent in this situation; visitation, different sets of rules, where to put their loyalties, and anger management.

 

Friendship Group- Kdg.- 2nd Grade
The friendship group is for students that need to work on developing the social skills necessary for making and keeping friends. The goals of the group are to identify the important qualities of a friend, understand common friendship problems, and learn how to manage conflict.

Girl Talk- 2nd Grade
At the Walton school in the second grade, The Girl Talk group address girl’s relationships with each other, girl’s treatment of each other, conflict resolution, building self-image, and kindness among peers.  This is an opportunity for girls to face real issues that may be going on currently in their lives.

"Cool" Kids Group - Kdg.- 2nd Grade
The cool kids group deals with identifying causes and understanding the consequences of angry behavior.  Students learn to identify anger reduction techniques and practice alternatives to acting out.

Individual Counseling  

Individual counseling may be requested by a student, parent or teacher. The children may self-refer and ask their teacher when the best time is to leave the room to see the counselor. If a child needs mediation with another student, both will often request a session in the counseling office to brainstorm the best ways to solve the conflict between them. Outside referral is also made to parents of students that need to seek long-term intervention and support from community mental health agencies and private practitioners. 

Orientation Programs 

Orientation programs are run for students transitioning from lower elementary to upper elementary.  Students will have the opportunity to visit their new school and ask questions about the transition.  An orientation program is also held for parents of future prekindergarten and kindergarten classes. 
School Responsibilities
Students arriving after the bell are to report to the office with a parent or guardian to then be escorted to their classrooms with the help of the school counselor or other office personnel if the counselor is not available.
The School Counselor frequently helps the office staff with the function of monitoring or recording lunch orders and other similar tasks.

Intervention & Referral Services
The role of the school counselor in the Intervention and Referral Services process is to be the facilitator and the recorder.  As the facilitator the school counselor is responsible for distributing and collecting all documents, scheduling meetings with parent, teacher, and committee, and facilitating the meetings.  
As the recorder the school counselor must document the strengths of the student, main concerns for the student, interventions used in the classroom and recommendations from the committee.  After the meeting, the school counselor is responsible for typing up a summary of the meeting and sending it home to parents.

Child Study Team Meetings
The role of the school counselor is to attend the meeting and contribute information about the academic and/or behavioral progress of a student on the agenda.

Parent Conferences/Consultations

The school counselor may attend parent-teacher conferences based on need or request from the parents or teacher.  Throughout the school year, the school counselor meets with parents to discuss their child’s academic, social, or emotional concerns on an as needed basis.  

Consultation with Teachers and Staff
On a daily basis, the school counselor consults with teachers and staff about the academic, social, or behavioral concerns of the students they work with.  Counselors use this information to work with students in order to meet their needs.

Verify Report Cards

The school counselor might be asked to verify progress reports to make sure all grades have been inputted properly before printing.  The school counselor reviews the students’ progress reports to determine if consultation or intervention is needed.

Testing
The School Counselor assists the principal with facilitating school-wide testing.  At Walton, this includes the second grade writing samples, Fox in the Box assessment, Children’s Progress Academic Assessment (CPAA) and for second grades, the COGATs.  The school counselor might be responsible for giving make-ups.

Making Referrals

Outside referral is made to parents of students that need to seek long-term intervention and support from community mental health agencies and private practitioners. 
Newsletter

The School Counselors present newsletters informing parents or guardians of the lesson content each month.  The newsletter may include strategies for parents to use or suggest a variety of books or 

websites on different topics.
Working with PTA to plan programs

The Walton School Counselor helps to plan and facilitate two yearly “School Spirit Days” usually in October and May.  There is a morning session and an afternoon session to reach all the classes including Pre-Kindergarten 

Municipal Alliance Meetings

The school counselor attends the Municipal Alliance meetings to report on character education and “Red Ribbon” activities in the school.
School-wide Prevention Activities

The school counselor in the Walton school facilitates the yearly pledge for “Our Hands are for Helping” during National School Violence week.  The Walton school rules are also reviewed and discussed in every classroom.
